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Bhavna Kakar
Presents

Chetan Solanki | Damayanti Debnath | Meghna Singh Patpatia
A LATITUDE 28 Trilogy: Medium, Manifestation and Manipulation 

Preview: 16.10.2024 | Wednesday
All day Preview: 12:00 PM onwards

Exhibition Open till : 11th November, 2024
Timings: Monday to Saturday, 11 AM – 7 PM

Venue: Gallery LATITUDE 28, F - 208, F/F, Lado Sarai, New Delhi
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Meghna Singh Patpatia, 2022, 
Analog Terrarium Here I was-N, 
Found object assemblage with wooden base & spherical glass, 
11 x 10 inches

A LATITUDE 28 Trilogy: Medium, Manifestation and Manipulation 
‘Medium, Manifestation and Manipulation’ is the latest exhibition from LATITUDE 28, a trilogy dedicated to showcasing emerging visual artists from across India. The exhibition aims to diversify the art landscape by highlighting innovative approaches to medium and material. The participating artists challenge traditional techniques, using unconventional materials and methods to create compelling narratives.

Chetan Solanki's poignant exploration of loss unfolds in a tapestry of vibrant hues and intricate details. His mosaic, rooted in the rich traditions of Indian miniature art and mural painting, offers a visual requiem for the world's myriad losses. Through his evocative depictions of birds, both endangered and extinct, Solanki weaves together personal and ecological narratives. His works invite the viewer to look at the fragility of life, the weight of loss, and the interconnectedness of all beings. Solanki's use of natural materials and traditional techniques serves as a testament to his reverence for the past. By incorporating elements like handmade floor tiles, he pays homage to his cultural heritage and the importance of preserving our connection to the natural world. Solanki's exhibition is more than just a collection of mosaics, a stark reminder of the need to cherish and protect what we have before it is too late.

Damayanti Debnath's tapestries of paint and textiles reflect a world of layered emotions and complex narratives. Her work, a visual exploration of pressing social and environmental issues, provokes contemplation and introspection. With a poetic and tactile approach, Damayanti employs a visual language that bespeaks the complexities of human experience. Layers of cloth and stitching, inherited from generations of women in her community, serve as a metaphor for the multifaceted nature of storytelling. Her practice aims to provoke thought, inspire change, and foster a deeper connection between viewers and the artwork. By engaging with her work, audiences are encouraged to rethink their own perspectives and consider the impact of their actions on the world.
Meghna Singh Patpatia’s intricate artwork unravels a contemplation on the delicate balance between nature and human existence. Her paintings, rendered on handmade paper and textiles, capture the essence of geological formations and celestial phenomena, weaving together mythical creatures and natural elements into a harmonious tapestry. Her exploration of mixed media, including glass and found objects, creates textured surfaces that evoke the fragility of our environment. Her patterns and designs reflect the constant adaptation required to thrive in a changing world, reminding us of the interconnectedness of all living things. Patpatia's artistic journey is marked by a deep appreciation for the natural world and a commitment to preserving its beauty. Her work ponders upon our place within the cosmos and cherishes the delicate ecosystems that sustain us. 
Beyond their individual styles and themes, the artists in ‘Medium, Manifestation and Manipulation’ share a common desire to push the boundaries of their medium. By experimenting with various materials and techniques, they create works that are both visually striking and intellectually stimulating. The exhibition offers a platform for these emerging artists to share their unique perspectives and contribute to the evolving landscape of visual art. It also serves as a reminder of the power of art to challenge conventions, provoke thought, and inspire change. 
-Text by Manan Shah










‘I am delighted to say that LATITUDE 28 continues its pivotal efforts in distinguishing the most noteworthy emerging artists who are known for their experimental approach in the South Asian contemporary arts scene. Towards these tides, our latest recrudescence is a trilogy that showcases discernible artists sculpting their own niche in the field. The first being, FRAGILE featuring Al-Qawi Nanavati, Dola Shikder, and Purvi Sharma, was a profound exploration of vulnerability, identity, and resilience. The second of the trilogy, ‘Medium, Manifestation and Manipulation’ is an eclectic curation is a connoisseur’s delight of cultivated interests in universal habitats, the Anthropocene, natural phenomena and the artists’ subjugations of landscapes both emotional and geographic. The works of Chetan Solanki, Damayanti Debnath and Meghna Singh Patpatia quell the thirst that any intellectual seeks empathy with, but more than often fails to find. These are artistic expressions that will linger with the worldly-wise long after they have accosted with these ruminating works.

As each of these keen minds probe into degradation and loss, they devise new methods of working with found or generational materials bringing new narratives to archaic resources and heirlooms. The result is a scientific cacophony full of emotive silences and thought-provoking ideas that speak volumes. Their creations come together as beautifully crafted works of art that resound of the paradigm shift of human effect and conditioning. We look forward to our viewers discovering fables, celestial terrains, dystopian landscapes full of mesmerising beauty, organisms that have profound impact, viewers accepting their own loss as they parlance with communal and universal loss, and unearthing how process-driven resource materials culminate into their own unique forms of art.’

Bhavna Kakar
Founder-Director of LATITUDE 28 & TAKE on art magazine | Co-founder of Delhi Contemporary Art Week













Artists
Chetan Solanki is a mural artist rooted in Indian miniature painting and mural design. He completed his BVA in 2022 from MSU, Baroda, and is in the final year of his MVA in Mural Design, graduating in 2024. Awarded by Gujarat State Lalit Kala Akademi (2021), he has participated in programs like the Nasreen Mohammadi Scholarship (2022). His practice centres on natural pigments and traditional materials such as khadi and indigo. Through his meditative process of crafting pastels and pigments, Chetan's work captures themes of loss—personal, cultural, and ecological—creating immersive, mural-like surfaces.
Damayanti Debnath is an interdisciplinary artist with over five years of practice. She holds a BFA from the University of Burdwan (2016) and an MFA from Central University of Hyderabad (2018). Her art spans painting, installation, and video, often collaborating with performance artists and artisans. Recognized at KHOJ International Artist Residency (2018), Damayanti's work will feature in Baroda Buzz at Gallery Art Positive, Delhi (2024), and has been shown in The Poetics of the Everyday at Apre, Mumbai. Her art explores human connection, material transformation, and fluidity.
Meghna Singh Patpatia, a Mumbai-based artist, investigates the balance between natural formations and human interventions. She holds a BFA from Sir J.J. School of Art (2009) and completed postgraduate studies in Museology (2010) and Art-Based Therapy (2020). Meghna's exhibitions include Rhizome and Transmutations. Her solo show, A River Runs Through You, was held at Method Art Space, Mumbai. She is a recipient of the Elizabeth Greenshields Foundation Grant (2021) and Khoj Artists Association Grant (2020). Using mixed media, Meghna's work reflects the fragility of existence, drawing from geological patterns and ecological shifts.


About LATITUDE 28

Since 2010, LATITUDE 28 has probed into a gallery practice that is lateral, disruptive and avant-garde. Mentoring and nurturing emerging artists from South Asia, the gallery focuses on experimentation with medium and material fostering critical dialogue, perspective and practices by writers, critics and researchers alike. These maker-market relationships amongst collectors, art enthusiasts and art practitioners have grown through the gallery’s interactive incubation space, where ideas have been generated through innovative curatorial projects located on the cusp of art history and socio-political context through site-specific artworks and artist talks. The gallery makes art accessible and inclusive with exhibitions located at the intersection of artists, institutions and art education. LATITUDE 28’s vision is shaped by its Founder/Director, Bhavna Kakar, who is also the Founder and Editor-in-Chief of TAKE on Art - South Asia’s leading contemporary art publication.


SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLES
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GalleryLatitude28 
Instagram: @latitude_28 @bhavz15 @takeonart


FOR MEDIA QUERIES
Longform, India
Pooja Gulati : pooja.gulati@longform.in | +91 98104 62407


For queries contact:
www.latitude28.com | latitude28@gmail.com | +91 11 46791111
LATITUDE 28, F-208, FIRST FLOOR, LADO SARAI, NEW DELHI -110030
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